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Arrest and Search 
Overview 

Teacher Tips 

Objectives 

 

 

 

 

Materials and Preparation 
 

 

 

 

Procedure 

I. 

 

 

II.
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Additional Activity  
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STANDARDS ADDRESSED 
 
National Civics Standards 
Standard 3: 

Common Core State Standards (ELA-Literacy) 
 
Speaking and Listening Standards 

Reading in History /Social Studies 

Writing in History/Social Studies 

 
Standards reprinted with permission: 

 

 
  

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/6-8/6/
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Arrests and Searches 

Making an Arrest 
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Making Searches 

Consent.

Plain view.

Emergency. 

Hot pursuit.
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Exigent Circumstances.

Motor Vehicles.

Searches During Arrest.

 

The Exclusionary Rule 

Writing & Discussion 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 



Name  Date  _ 
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Police Drama 
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Story Lines 
 
 

 

 

D. 

E. 

F. 

G. 
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Name ________________________________________  Date ______________________________  
 
 
 

 
SAMPLE   
 
 

 

Narrator: Casey and Sam were police officers assigned to traffic patrol in Big City.  

They worked the night shift. One holiday, the desk sergeant told them to be extra alert for 

 drunk drivers. 

Story Line: Casey and Sam were patrolling the strip. Suddenly, they saw a car weaving in and 

out of traffic and going too fast. They turned on their red lights and pulled the car over. Inside 

was a driver and one passenger. Sam took a spot standing to the rear of the car; Casey 

approached the driver’s door. As Casey approached, she smelled marijuana smoke. Casey 

instructed the driver to exit the car. Sam searched the area around the front seat of the car and 

found a small container of marijuana stuck into an area next to the driver’s seat.  

Narrator. The officers had probable cause to stop the car because it was speeding. They had 

probable cause to detain the driver because they smelled marijuana. They had the right to search 

the car without a warrant because of the motor vehicle exception. They had the right to search 

the driver without a warrant because they were arresting him for suspicion of DWI. The officers 

had probable cause to arrest the driver for suspicion of DWI and carrying a concealed weapon.  




