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CHALLENGE OF DEMOCRACY: INFORMATION

 ‘Falsely Shouting Fire’: 
 The Free Press and the Courts 

Overview 

Standards and Topics 

Topics: free press, freedom of the press, freedom of expression, World 
War I, U.S. Supreme Court, First Amendment 

Objectives 

Materials 

https://www.crf-usa.org/images/pdf/challenge/Why-Do-We-Have-Freedom-Of-the-Press.pdf
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/9-10/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/2/
https://www.crf-usa.org/images/pdf/challenge/Falsely-Shouting-Fire-HA.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1N4Z34hTze8ZFSSXMSw-H-Nt7L2xhaXh_/view?usp=sharing
https://www.crf-usa.org/images/pdf/challenge/Falsely-Shouting-Fire-HB.pdf
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Procedure 

https://www.crf-usa.org/images/pdf/challenge/Falsely-Shouting-Fire-HA.pdf
https://www.crf-usa.org/images/pdf/challenge/Falsely-Shouting-Fire-HB.pdf
https://www.crf-usa.org/images/pdf/challenge/Falsely-Shouting-Fire-HB.pdf
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Source List 

http://www.livescience.com/21312-freedom-of-the-press.html
http://www.mtsu.edu/first-amendment/article/1014/safety-valve-theory
http://www.mtsu.edu/first-amendment/article/1014/safety-valve-theory
http://www.mtsu.edu/first-amendment/article/1048/smith-act-of-1940
http://www.mtsu.edu/first-amendment/article/1048/smith-act-of-1940
http://www.scotusblog.com/2016/03/scotus-for-law-students-lessons-from-history-for-rulings-after-justice-scalias-death/
http://www.scotusblog.com/2016/03/scotus-for-law-students-lessons-from-history-for-rulings-after-justice-scalias-death/
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HANDOUT A 

‘Falsely Shouting Fire’: 
 The Free Press and the Courts 
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Writing & Discussion 
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HANDOUT B 

Who’s Afraid of the First Amendment? 

Facts Are the actions of the person(s) 
underlined in the facts allowed 
under the law described in the 
facts? Why or why not? 

Whether or not their actions are 
illegal, should the First 
Amendment protect their 
actions? Why or why not? 

Situation 1 
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Situation 2 

Situation 3 
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