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THE CHALLENGE OF DEMOCRACY: GOVERNANCE 

Slavery and the Electoral College 

Overview 

Standards and Topics 

• 

• 

• 

Topics: Electoral College, slavery, three-fifths compromise, 12th 
Amendment, U.S. Constitution, Constitutional Convention 

Objectives 
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Materials 

Procedure 
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HANDOUT A 

Slavery and the Electoral College 

Samuel Thatcher was a Federalist 

representative in Congress In 1803 

when he called for repeal of the 

three-fifths compromise. 
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For Discussion 
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HANDOUT B 

CIVIL CONVERSATION GUIDE

Step 1: Read. 

 

 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Step 2: Think about the reading to prepare for the discussion. 
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Step 3: Discuss and listen. 

RULES FOR CIVIL CONVERSATION 

1.  Everyone in your group should participate in the conversation. 

2. Listen carefully to what others are saying. 

3. Ask clarifying questions if you do not understand a point raised. 

4. Be respectful of what others are saying. 

5. Refer to the text to support your ideas. 

Step 4: After your conversation… 

 

 

 

 


