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CHALLENGE OF DEMOCRACY

The People’s Right to Know 

Overview 

Standards and Topics 

● 

● 

● 

TOPICS: freedom of the press, prior restraint, U.S. Constitution, Pentagon Papers, media, 

censorship, First Amendment 

Objectives 

 

 

 

Materials 
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Procedure 
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HANDOUT A 

The People’s Right to Know 
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Vocabulary 

James Madison, fourth 

president of the United 

States, believed that 

democratic governance 

required an informed 

citizenry. 
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Near v. Minnesota 

The Pentagon Papers 

The H-Bomb Case 
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Writing & Discussion 
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HANDOUT B1 

The H-Bomb Case: 
Lawyers for the U.S. Government 
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HANDOUT B2 

The H-Bomb Case: 
Lawyers for The Progressive 
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HANDOUT B3 

The H-Bomb Case: 
Supreme Court Justices 


