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THE CHALLENGE OF DEMOCRACY:  INFORMATION 

Why We Have Freedom of the Press 

Overview 

Standards and Topics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Topics: free press, freedom of the press, freedom of expression, Henry VIII, 
history of law, U.S. Constitution, First Amendment 
 

Objectives 

 

 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/9-10/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/2/
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Materials 
 

 

 

Procedure 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.crf-usa.org/images/pdf/challenge/Why-Do-We-Have-Freedom-Of-the-Press-HA.pdf
https://www.crf-usa.org/images/pdf/challenge/Why-Do-We-Have-Freedom-Of-the-Press-HB.pdf
https://www.crf-usa.org/images/pdf/challenge/Why-Do-We-Have-Freedom-Of-the-Press-HA.pdf
https://www.crf-usa.org/images/pdf/challenge/Why-Do-We-Have-Freedom-Of-the-Press-HB.pdf
https://www.crf-usa.org/images/pdf/challenge/Why-Do-We-Have-Freedom-Of-the-Press-HB.pdf
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https://www.crf-usa.org/images/pdf/challenge/The-Peoples-Right-to-Know.pdf
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Source List 

http://www.mtsu.edu/first-amendment/article/1009/prior-restraint
http://www.crf-usa.org/bill-of-rights-in-action/bria-22-3-b-john-peter-zenger-and-freedom-of-the-press
http://www.crf-usa.org/bill-of-rights-in-action/bria-22-3-b-john-peter-zenger-and-freedom-of-the-press
http://www.crf-usa.org/bill-of-rights-in-action/bria-24-3-b-gutenberg-and-the-printing-revolution-in-europe
http://www.crf-usa.org/bill-of-rights-in-action/bria-24-3-b-gutenberg-and-the-printing-revolution-in-europe
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/26/us/trump-secrets-nixon-pentagon-papers.html?rref=collection/timestopic/Pentagon%20Papers&action=click&contentCollection=timestopics&region=stream&module=stream_unit&version=latest&contentPlacement=1&pgtype=collection
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/26/us/trump-secrets-nixon-pentagon-papers.html?rref=collection/timestopic/Pentagon%20Papers&action=click&contentCollection=timestopics&region=stream&module=stream_unit&version=latest&contentPlacement=1&pgtype=collection
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/26/us/trump-secrets-nixon-pentagon-papers.html?rref=collection/timestopic/Pentagon%20Papers&action=click&contentCollection=timestopics&region=stream&module=stream_unit&version=latest&contentPlacement=1&pgtype=collection
https://qz.com/999827/the-end-of-peak-tv-must-finally-mercifully-be-nigh/
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HANDOUT A 

Why We Have Freedom of the Press 

Johannes Gutenberg standing by his printing press in 15th 

century Germany. 
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Writing & Discussion 

 

 

 

Prior Restraint and High 
School Newspapers 

May a high school newspaper publish 

anything it wants without prior restraint? 

After the landmark U.S. Supreme Court case 

of Hazelwood v. Kuhlmeier (1989), high 

school administrations may censor student-

run publications, provided that (1) the 

publication is not a “public forum,” and (2) 

the administration shows it has a reasonable 

educational purpose for the censorship. 

Nonetheless, 14 states have passed laws that 

give students greater free-expression 

protection. These laws protect student 

expression that is not libelous, an invasion of 

privacy, a “clear and present danger” to the 

school, or a “material and substantial 

disruption” of the school. Those states are 

Arkansas, California, Colorado, Illinois, Iowa, 

Kansas, Oregon, Maryland, Massachusetts, 

Nevada, North Dakota, Rhode Island, 

Vermont and Washington. 

 



© 2019 Constitutional Rights Foundation  8 Why We Have Freedom of the Press 

 

HANDOUT B 

Not So Fast! Judging Prior Restraint 

 

 

 

 


