
























































Key to Handout 4A

What Is This? — Source #1 
 
1. What is your source? (book, song, article, object, etc.) Front page of the New 

York Herald 
a. When was your source created? April 15, 1912 
b. Who created your source? The New York Herald newspaper 
c. Is your source primary or secondary? Primary 

 
2. Why was your source created? To report on the sinking. It told the public what 

had happened. 
 
3. What does this source tell you about the Titanic? Answer as many of the 
following questions as you can: 

 Who were the passengers and what was their experience on the ship like? 
Many of the world’s “most widely known persons” were on board. 

 What were the causes and effects of the sinking? A drawing showed the 
ship colliding with the iceberg. The map shows the location of the sinking in 
the North Atlantic. 

 What can you find out about the ship? 
 What makes the Titanic so memorable? It was the “most appalling disaster 

in marine history.” The ship was the world’s largest steamship at the time. 
There were a high number of fatalities. Many famous people died. 

 
4. What other sources might you use to get more information about this source? 

Other newspaper front pages, biographies of some of the famous people listed 
(e.g., John Jacob Astor and Isidor Straus). 

 
What Is This? — Source #2 

 
1. What is your source? (book, song, article, object, etc.) Ad for high-quality soap 

a. When was your source created? Days before the voyage in 1912 
b. Who created your source? Vinolia Otto Soap Company 
c. Is your source primary or secondary? Primary 

   
2. Why was your source created? To promote the soap products and, possibly, to 

attract people to sail aboard the Titanic. 
 
3. What does this source tell you about the Titanic? Answer as many of the 
following questions as you can: 

 Who were the passengers and what was their experience on the ship like? 
First-class passengers were given good quality products. The first-class state 
room had a sink. 

 What were the causes and effects of the sinking? Not shown.  
 What can you find out about the ship? The full name of the ship was 

R.M.S. Titanic. It was part of the White Star Line. The picture demonstrates 
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how enormous the ship was compared to a smaller boat. The ship had two 
masts, four smokestacks, three levels below deck. There was a Turkish bath 
on the ship. 

 What makes the Titanic so memorable? There was probably a lot of cross-
marketing, with advertisers using the notoriety of the Titanic to help 
promote their products, and vice versa. The ship was so famous that 
advertisers wanted to associate their products with the ship. 

 
4. What other sources might you use to get more information about this source? 

Other ads of the time, other product “tie-ins,” lists of provisions given to 
passengers, whether for first- or third-class. 

 
What Is This? — Source #3 

 
1. What is your source? (book, song, article, object, etc.) Newspaper article from 

the Chicago American 
a. When was your source created? April 25, 1912 
b. Who created your source? A writer for the newspaper 
c. Is your source primary or secondary? Primary 

 
2. Why was your source created? To report on events following the disaster. In this 

case, a 17-year-old girl who was seriously injured was told by “four men” in her 
hospital room to sign away her claims in exchange for $25. 

 
3. What does this source tell you about the Titanic? Answer as many of the 
following questions as you can: 

 Who were the passengers and what was their experience on the ship like? 
“Steerage passengers” (the lowest class of passenger) were not given the 
same chance to survive as first-class passengers. There were only two 
stewards on board to wake 1,000 steerage passengers. Many steerage 
passengers did not even know there was a collision. 

 What were the causes and effects of the sinking? Effects included pressure 
placed upon survivors to sign away their claims against the White Star Line. 
The girl in the article was expected not to regain “normal condition.” 

 What can you find out about the ship? There was a steerage class. There 
was a first class… The ship had stewards. It was run by the White Star 
Line. 

 What makes the Titanic so memorable? The treatment of the steerage 
passengers was worse compared to the first class passengers. 

 
4. What other sources might you use to get more information about this source? 

Other sources that describe steerage passengers’ experiences, encyclopedias; 
photographs and diagrams showing steerage conditions; statistics and figures 
about claims made against the White Star Line. 
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What Is This? — Source #4 
 

1. What is your source? (book, song, article, object, etc.) Lyrics to an American 
folk song called “The Great Titanic.” 

a. When was your source created? Probably in 1912, after the disaster, but 
the lyrics were probably not written down until 1915 or 1916. 

b. Who created your source? Unknown. 
c. Is your source primary or secondary? Primary 

 
2. Why was your source created? To tell the story of the tragedy of the Titanic. The 

chorus is “It was sad when that great ship went down; Husbands and wives 
and little children lost their lives.” 

 
3. What does this source tell you about the Titanic? Answer as many of the 
following questions as you can: 
 Who were the passengers and what was their experience on the ship like? 

Passengers were rich people and poor people. The lyrics say, “The rich had 
declared they would not ride with the poor, so they put the poor below” and 
“they were the first to go.” 

 What were the causes and effects of the sinking? The ship sank around 1:00 in 
the morning. People were screaming and crying during the event. The song says 
that God “with power in hand” sank the ship that builders said “water can’t go 
through.” 

 What can you find out about the ship? It says, “The rich had declared that they 
would not ride with the poor, so they put the poor below; they were the first to 
go” It also describes the irony in how they tried to “build a ship that water can’t 
go through.” 

 What makes the Titanic so memorable? As a folk song, this song was probably 
heard by many people for several years after the disaster. The song emphasizes 
the different treatment of rich and poor on the ship, which has since become a 
memorable part of the story. 

 
4. What other sources might you use to get more information about this source? 

Other folk songs about the Titanic; recordings of the songs; newspaper articles, 
encyclopedias, and books that might show what many of the lyrics were about. 

 
 

What Is This? — Source #5 
 
1. What is your source? (book, song, article, object, etc.) The property list of the 

“Unsinkable Mollie Brown.”  
a. When was your source created? Unknown, but probably not long after 

the disaster. 
b. Who created your source? Margaret Brown, a passenger aboard the ship. 
c. Is your source primary or secondary? Primary 
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2. Why was your source created? Many survivors filed claims to recover the value 
of their lost property. Margaret Brown made this list to show what had gone 
down with the ship. 

 
3. What does this source tell you about the Titanic? Answer as many of the 
following questions as you can: 

 Who were the passengers and what was their experience on the ship like? 
Margaret Brown’s list is worth about $660,000 in 2012 dollars. That shows 
that at the time, she was very wealthy. Her property included many luxury 
items, such as furs, gowns, and 14 hats. There were many wealthy people 
on board. 

 What were the causes and effects of the sinking? One effect of the sinking 
was that passengers wanted their money back for lost property. The sinking 
was so quick that people could not retrieve their valuables. 

 What can you find out about the ship? There were lifeboats. 
 What makes the Titanic so memorable? Margaret Brown is one of the most 

famous passengers because she was known as “Unsinkable Mollie Brown” 
for her attempt to save people swimming away from the sinking ship.  

 
4. What other sources might you use to get more information about this source? 

Biographies of Margaret Brown; other survivor property lists; articles, books, 
photographs, and encyclopedias to show what the fashions of the time were for 
rich and poor (for comparing and contrasting). 

 
What Is This? — Source #6 

 
1. What is your source? (book, song, article, object, etc.) An engraving of “The 

Sinking of the Titanic.”  
a. When was your source created? Shortly after the sinking in 1912. 
b. Who created your source? Willy Stower, a German painter. 
c. Is your source primary or secondary? Primary 

 
2. Why was your source created? Stower made this engraving to be used in a 

German-language magazine. He depicted the sinking ship and the survivors 
fleeing in lifeboats. It looks like he wanted to show the chaos and fear of the 
event. 

 
3. What does this source tell you about the Titanic? Answer as many of the 
following questions as you can: 

 Who were the passengers and what was their experience on the ship like? 
The lifeboat in the foreground looks like it is has several crewmembers of 
the ship. 

 What were the causes and effects of the sinking? Icebergs are shown close 
by the ship. One effect of the sinking was panic in the water: A man is 
hanging onto an oar in the water, and people are scattered in the water. 
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The ship went down bow first. It happened at night. The water must have 
been ice-cold. Some people fell off the ship as it went down. 

 What can you find out about the ship? The lifeboats had oars. 
 What makes the Titanic so memorable? The disaster was clearly 

newsworthy not just in English-speaking countries. People in Germany felt 
the tragedy, too. 

 
4. What other sources might you use to get more information about this source? 

Other paintings and works of art from Germany and other countries; books and 
articles to describe who was in the lifeboats, and if the ship was surrounded by 
icebergs as shown in the engraving. 

 
What Is This? — Source #7 

 
1. What is your source? (book, song, article, object, etc.) Luncheon menu for 

R.M.S. “Titanic” 
a. When was your source created? April 14, 1912. 
b. Who created your source? Unknown. 
c. Is your source primary or secondary? Primary 

 
2. Why was your source created? It was created for first-class passengers. 
 
3. What does this source tell you about the Titanic? Answer as many of the 
following questions as you can: 
 Who were the passengers and what was their experience on the ship like? 

First class passengers had a privileged experience aboard the ship. Their menu 
choices were varied and exclusive. For example, they had choices of beef, 
chicken, mutton, fish, and ham. 

 What were the causes and effects of the sinking? 
 What can you find out about the ship? The ship was probably equipped with at 

least one very large kitchen to accommodate the variety of foods. Also, the ship 
would have some kind of refrigeration unit to store the vast amounts of 
perishables (like meat and eggs) for the duration of the voyage. 

 What makes the Titanic so memorable? It was a luxury liner that catered to a 
very elite group of passengers. 

 
4. What other sources might you use to get more information about this source? 

If possible, menus for the second- and third-class passengers for comparison; 
photos of the kitchen facilities before the launch of the ship; historical 
secondary or primary writeen sources to find out what some of the more exotic 
dishes are (for example, “galantine of chicken”). 
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