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CHALLENGE OF DEMOCRACY: DIVERSITY 

Diversity and the Census 

Overview 

Standards and Topics 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Topics: census, diversity, federal agencies, race and ethnicity, population trends 

Objectives 
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Materials 

• 

• 

Procedure 

A. 

•
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• 

• 

•

• 

https://www.pewsocialtrends.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2015/06/ST_15.06.11_MultiRacial-Timeline.pdf
https://www.pewsocialtrends.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2015/06/ST_15.06.11_MultiRacial-Timeline.pdf
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Source List 

https://laist.com/2019/02/25/are_we_white_socals_arab-americans_debate_which_box_to_check_on_the_census.php
https://laist.com/2019/02/25/are_we_white_socals_arab-americans_debate_which_box_to_check_on_the_census.php
https://www.prb.org/why-are-they-asking-that-what-everyone-needs-to-know-about-2020-census-questions/
https://www.prb.org/why-are-they-asking-that-what-everyone-needs-to-know-about-2020-census-questions/
https://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/d14/tables/dt14_203.50.asp?current=yes
https://www.latimes.com/projects/la-me-census-middle-east-north-africa-race/
https://www.latimes.com/projects/la-me-census-middle-east-north-africa-race/
https://www.pewsocialtrends.org/interactives/multiracial-timeline/
https://www.census.gov/topics/population/race/about.html
https://www2.census.gov/library/publications/decennial/1900/volume-1/volume-1-p3.pdf
https://www2.census.gov/library/publications/decennial/1960/population-volume-1/vol-01-01-h.pdf
https://www2.census.gov/library/publications/2001/dec/2kh00.pdf?
https://www2.census.gov/library/publications/decennial/2020/operations/planned-questions-2020-acs.pdf
https://www2.census.gov/library/publications/decennial/1900/volume-1/volume-1-p10.pdf
https://www2.census.gov/library/publications/decennial/1900/volume-1/volume-1-p10.pdf
https://www.census.gov/about/what.html
https://permanent.access.gpo.gov/gpo93743/P25_1144.pdf
https://www.npr.org/2019/03/31/629409884/for-the-first-time-u-s-census-to-collect-responses-in-arabic-among-13-languages
https://www.npr.org/2019/03/31/629409884/for-the-first-time-u-s-census-to-collect-responses-in-arabic-among-13-languages
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How the Census Bureau Defines
Racial Groups in the U.S. 

White – A person having origins in any of the 
original peoples of Europe, the Middle East, or 
North Africa. 

Black or African American – A person having 
origins in any of the black racial groups of Africa. 

American Indian or Alaska Native – A person 
having origins in any of the original peoples of 
North and South America (including Central 
America) and who maintains tribal affiliation or 
community attachment. 

Asian – A person having origins in any of the 
original peoples of the Far East, Southeast Asia, or 
the Indian subcontinent including, for example, 
Cambodia, China, India, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, 
Pakistan, the Philippine Islands, Thailand, and 
Vietnam. 

Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander – A 
person having origins in any of the original peoples 
of Hawaii, Guam, Samoa, or other Pacific Islands. 

HANDOUT A 
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Writing & Discussion 

Table 1: Percent of the U.S. Population, by Race and Ethnicity 

1900 1960 2000 
2060 

projected 

White 

    Non-Hispanic White 
87.8 88.6 

75.1 

 69.1 

68 

   44.3 

Black or African American 11.5 10.5 12.3 15 

Asian 0.3 0.8 3.6 9.1 

Native Hawaiian or Other 

Pacific Islander1 
n/a n/a 0.1 0.3 

American Indian or 

 Alaska Native2 
0.3 0.3 0.9 1.4 

Hispanic/Latino3 n/a n/a 12.5 27.5 

Note: Even working with raw data from the Census Bureau, it is difficult to measure the population of some racial and 

ethnic groups since the government’s categories and designations have changed over time. 
1 Pacific Islanders (including native Hawaiians) were included with “Asians” between 1960 and 1990. Prior to 1960, the 

government did not provide any way for native Hawaiians or other Pacific Islanders to identify themselves on the 

census. 
2 Prior to 1960, the government did not provide any way for Native Alaskans to identify themselves on the census other 

than as part of the very broad “Indian” (1860-1940) or “American Indian” (1950-1960) categories used.   
3 Recall that this additional designation did not appear until the 1970 census.
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A. Read through the entire selection without stopping to think about any particular section.

B. Re-read the selection and annotate (“talk to”) the text:

• Underline the main/most important points. You can comment on these points in the margins.

• Circle words or phrases that are unknown or confusing to you.

• Write down any questions you have in the margin labeling them with a “?”.

• Draw an	     in the margin next to text that connects to something you know from outside the text. Note what         
        the connection is, such as a news item or personal experience.

Civil Conversation Guide
 Step 1: Read.

  Step 2: Think about the reading to prepare for the discussion.

A. This reading is about... B. The MAIN POINTS are:

C. In the reading, I agree with: D. In the reading, I disagree with:

Name: ________________________

1TeachDemocracy.org
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E. What are two questions about this reading that you think could be discussed? (The best questions for
discussion are ones that have no simple answer and that can use the text as evidence.)

  1. 

  2.

  Step 3: Discuss and Listen.

Rules for a Civil Coversation

1. Everyone in your groupt should participate in the
conversation.

2. Listen carefully to what others are saying .

3. Ask clarifying questions if your do not understand
a point raised.

4. Be respectful of what others are saying.

5. Refer to the text to support your ideas.

You will have ___ minutes to discuss. Your goal is to 
engage with each other and the text to gain insight about 
your own point of view while finding a shared 
understanding of the issue.

To get started, each member of your group can share 
answers to sections A-D above. At the end of the reading, 
you might also find at least one discussion question. You 
can use that question to continue the conversation. If time 
permits, you can also discuss questions you came up with 
in Section E above.

If the reading does not provide discussion questions, 
choose questions to discuss from Section E.

  Step 4: After your conversation...

A. Compared to others in your group, did you speak? __ Less than, __ About the same as, __ More than others.

B. Note some of the ways you added to the discussion.

C. What evidence did you use from the text to add to the discussion? Why was this evidence helpful?

D. What did you learn about the topic from the Civil Conversation? (It's helpful to think about something you heard
while listening during the Civil Conversation.)
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